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January 2017 Newsletter 
New Year, New Resolutions 

 
This is the first letter of 2017, which is hard to believe. I know we probably say this at 
the beginning of every year, but it sure seems like 2016 came and went quickly. A lot 

has happened this year both within CWAS and to agriculture in general. 
 
I would first like to voice our collective appreciation for all CWAS/Begert Hoof Care 
customers. We all have a privilege to work with you, and I hold farmers in high regard, 
specifically your role in feeding America. Much like the farmers who first tilled the 
prairies of the Midwest, you all work long days and late nights to carve out a life for 
yourselves. Thank you for letting us be a part of that. 
 
Veterinary Feed Directive 
As far as the end of 2016 is concerned, Jan 1, 2017 marks the beginning of the 
updated Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD). I know we have heard about this for almost 
two years now, but it is finally here, so what does this mean for your farm?  
 
It means that all “feed-grade” antibiotics will require a prescription. By definition, is 
signed by a veterinarian and must include an indication (what the animals are being 
treated for), dosage (how much will be fed), duration (how long animals will be treated 
for), milk or slaughter withholding (when animals or milk from treated animals can be 
shipped) and group size (how many animals will be treated). It should also be noted 
that we will no longer be able to use medicated feeds preventatively, rather we must 
have a disease to treat. For example, we will no longer be able to simply feed 
medicated milk replacer to prevent scours without a prescription that includes all of 
the factors listed above. 

 
Concerning regulations, we only see more coming, which is why we want to strongly 
encourage the use of complete treatment records as a 2017 resolution. For those of 
you already using electronic methods to record all treatments, paper documentation 
will not be necessary, but for those of you who have yet to adopt a method, we need to 
work this into your operation. 
 
The start of a new year is a great time to consider a new procedure, which is why 
CWAS has developed a method of recording treatments and we will happily provide 
copies for farm use. Several producers have already started using CWAS 
documentation faithfully, but by the end of 2017, we would like to have everyone 
using complete records of some kind. 
 
What should records include in 2017? The form we’ve created takes care of “what” you 
need to document, but in terms of the conditions that should be documented, we 
encourage the documentation of all diseases that require the use of prescription 



 
 
 

 

 

medication. For example, you are not required to document the use of calcium 
products for the treatment of milk fever, but if a cow develops mastitis and requires an 
intramammary infusion, that treatment must be documented.  
 
I know adding one more thing for you to do may seem like a hassle, but we do produce 

food and those driving sale and consumption, are pushing for increased 
accountability. Thus, it falls to us to rise to the occasion and get this done, not only 
for ourselves, but for agriculture as a whole. 
 
Remember, CWAS staff members are here to help you, so if you have questions about 
the VFD or complete record keeping, we would love to schedule a year-end meeting 
with you and your farm family to help set record keeping as a goal for 2017.  
 
For further explanation and example, we have posted on our website a helpful 
resource provided by Michael Best and DBA. It can be found at www.cwagservices.com 
under resources and Newsletters.  
 
Agronomy Update 
Switching gears now, many of you know that we have started an agronomy division 
under the leadership of CCA Agronomist, Grant Briggs. This service focuses on crop 
consulting, nutrient management planning, seed sales, and seed treatment.  
 
We currently offer LG and Stine seeds, but understand that some of you have already 
purchased seed for the coming year. For those of you who have, we are offering very 
competitive rates on seed treatment, which I have listed directly below.  
 

2017 Seed Treatment Pricing 
Package Price/Unit 

Inoculant only $5.00 
Fungicide + Insecticide $9.15 

Fungicide, Insecticide, Inoculant $12.50 
For scheduling, questions, and order placement contact Grant Briggs, CCA at  
406-830-7344 or Grantbriggs.cwas@gmail.com 
 
 
We wish everyone a happy new year and look forward to what 2017 has to bring! 
 
Dr. John Borzillo 
The CWAS/Begert Hoof Care Team 
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