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VFD: 

Many at this point are tired of hearing about the Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD), but 

we are now writing VFD prescriptions for farms and have learned a few new things in 
the process. 

Particularly, AS-700 will not be permitted for use in dairy replacement heifers. The 
comments below are from Dr. Matt Boyle from Zoetis (the manufacturer of AS-700) 
and the guidance he received from the FDA CVM. Matt’s remarks are as follows: 

AS-700 will NOT be allowed for dairy replacement heifers. While it was 
acknowledged that the guidance we received over the last several years has 
been inconsistent with this interpretation of the definition of “beef cattle” as it 
pertains to the AS-700 label, this most recent interpretation of dairy 
replacement heifers intended for future use as lactating animals will stand. 

What this means is that dairy replacement heifers may not be treated with AS-700 
under the assumption that they are “beef cattle” simply because they are not lactating 
cattle. As replacement heifers are not lactating or raised for the purpose of beef cattle, 
AS-700 is not an option for us UNLESS we are treating Holstein steers. 

If you do need a VFD written, please provide a copy of the product label that you wish 
to purchase. Most mills or VFD authorized dealers will have this and it can be emailed 
to us. 

FARM: 

Most farms have received a preliminary packet regarding the FARM (Farmers Assuring 
Responsible Management) Program Version 3.0 and some of you have already 
undergone an on-farm inspection. Most, if not all, milk processors in Central 
Wisconsin are adopting this program which will require their milk suppliers to also 
participate. While the program is fairly self-explanatory (see November and December 
2016 newsletters on our website), the manner in which each milk processor chooses to 
assess or penalize a farm may vary widely. To avoid the prospect of penalty, we need 
review the goals of the program itself with all farms and work together as best we may, 
to bring each farm into compliance.  

As far as protocols and records are concerned, we have fortunately already prepared a 
number of documents that can be used to bring you up to speed. Please do not 
hesitate to ask us about protocols and record keeping methods as we come on farm for 
herd health.  



 
 
 

 

 

Pets:  

As tax season approaches, your township will likely be sending you a pet registration 
request. This request will require proof of rabies vaccination. As we did last year, we 
are offering on-farm rabies and DHLPP vaccinations for your pets.  

We would like to avoid ordering excess vaccines as we will not likely use them much 
after tax season, so if you are interested in having your pets vaccinated, please contact 
Amanda in the office and indicate that you would like to have your pets vaccinated at 
the next herd health. 

In closing, I would like to extend out special thanks to all who attended our customer 
appreciation dinner as well as our regrets for those were not able to attend. We had a 
great time and hope you all did as well. 

 

All the best, 

John Borzillo, DVM 
David Hamman, DVM 
Andrew Martin, DVM  


